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FOREWORD

The transition from planned to market economy in Central and East

European countries has triggered far-reaching structural change driven
by technclogical development, globalization, new social demands.
Though structural change induced by the European integration is already
a traditional topic in the economics of transition and a vast literature
exists, it seems promising to consider this problem for several reasons.
From a methodological point of view there are still many challenges, The
lack of a comprehensive theory on transition economies, their structural
change and sector models or the proper extraction of policy impacts in
econometric analyses are only a few of the unsolved problems. However,
the application of sophisticated tools for analyzing structural change is
not an end in itself, but contributes to the discussion of current problems
and future challenges in the economics of transition.

This volume is the outcome of the 1% International Conference in
Emerging Economies (ICEE). European Integration: First Experiences
and Future Challenges organized by the Faculty of Economics, Partium
Christian University, Oradea [Nagyvarad], Romania, in October 22-24,
2009. The major objective of the conference was to discuss and to
analyze the state-of-the-art in research methods for economic analysis, as
well as the political and social aspects of European integration especially
the emerging economies of the Central and East European countries.
A specific objective was to offer a platform for exchanging ideas and
generating an integrated.view of first experiences and future challenges
of the integration process. As current topics of the integration policy
were addressed, this proceedings volume of conference is relevant not
only for a scientific community but also for decision makers in palitics,

social security and administration.

The conference was attended by 52 participants representing 3 Central
Eurcpean Countries. In the three days program of the meeting 5

presentations were made during the 3 plenary sessions, 15 papers were
presented in the 4 contributed paper sessions. Plenary speakers included
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Gabor Hunya from The Vienna Institute for International Economic
Studies, Csaba Laszlé member of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences,
Daniel Ddianu member of the Romanian Academy of Sciences, Imre
Fert§ professor at Corvinus Universtiy of Budapest and Maria Vincze
professor at Babes-Rolyai University.

The scientific organization of the conference was particularly stimulating
thanks to the important contribution made by the international scientific
committee together with the participation of organization committee,
The International Program Committee was constituted from distinguish
professors of different European universities Stefan Bojnec {University of
Primorska, Slovenia), Laszlé Fekete, {Corvinus University of Budapest,
Hungary), luliu Horvath (Central European University, Hungary), Zsolt
Sandor (University of Groningen, the Netherlands) as well as Romanian
universities Maria Vincze (Babes-Bolyai University), Sandor Elek
{Sapientia University), Andras Bird, loan Nistor, Gabor Fiéra, Gyérgyi
Srzilagyi (Partium Christian University). The local Organizing Committee
was chaired by J6zsef Fogarasi and included Hajnalka Kanya, Csaba
Pajzos and Zoltan Zakota. In addition we would like to express our
gratitude for the help provided by the staff of the Faculty of Economics,
Partium Christian University and Hajnalka izsak for language editing.

This conference proceedings book is composed by 5 chapters which reflect
the organization of conference. The first chapter presents the plenary
session reports which tackle important issues of particular relevance for
the whole conference. The other chapters cover a wide range of themes
connected directly or indirectly to the conference main topic.

Finaily, we wish to thank all the authors who have contributed to the
high quality of the conference and the debate with their research, and
who have helped publishing this book.

Ldszlo Csaba, Jézsef Fogarasi, Gabor Hunya

Editors
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